Definitions of Giftedness

Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are qualitatively different from the norm. This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity. The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modifications in parenting, teaching and counseling in order for them to develop optimally.

(The Columbus Group, 1991)

Children and youth with outstanding talent perform or show the potential for performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when compared with others of their age, experience, or environment. 

These children and youth exhibit high performance capability in intellectual, creative, and/or artistic areas, possess an unusual leadership capacity, or excel in specific academic fields. They require services or activities not ordinarily provided by the schools.

Outstanding talents are present in children and youth from all cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor. 

(National Excellence: A Case for Developing America’s Talent [Oct. 1993], based on the 
Javits Gifted and Talented Education Act)


P(A(G(E
Partners for the
Advancement of Gifted Education

Local affiliates of the 
North Carolina Association for the 
Gifted and Talented, Inc. (NCAGT)

PAGE is a nonprofit organization of parents, teachers and others interested in the growth and education of gifted children. By becoming active in a PAGE chapter you can 

· learn how to help your gifted child.

· learn what's available in the community and state for gifted children.

· learn how to work with the schools to enhance your child's education.

· network with parents and teachers who share your interest in gifted children.

PAGE advocacy efforts include

· collaborating with local schools to 
improve services for gifted children.

· providing information for parents and teachers.

· assisting individual parents and teachers.

· working with NCAGT to enhance gifted education statewide.

For information about locating or starting a PAGE chapter in your area, contact:


Is your child gifted?
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How can you tell?

active imagination

large vocabulary for age

early and avid reader

rapid mastery of basic skills

excellent memory

good concentration

wide range of interests

highly developed curiosity

limitless supply of questions

interest in experimenting

early understanding of math concepts

high energy level

empathy and sensitivity

unusual sense of humor

perfectionistic and self-critical

avid collector

love of learning

How can you help?

Become an advocate for your child by learning about giftedness and by joining with other parents and educators in Partners for the Advancement of Gifted Education (PAGE).

Help your child at home

and at school

· Listen.

· Let your child have time alone to daydream.

· Value the individuality of your child. Don’t expect uniform giftedness and/or achievement.

· Help your child understand and accept his/her giftedness.

· Set realistic expectations for performance at home and at school ( advanced intellectual ability may make the child seem older and more mature than he/she is.

· Go places: museums, historic sites, new cities, national parks, universities, libraries, etc.

· Provide opportunities to explore many different areas of learning and physical activity. 

· Encourage your child to pursue his/her interests and to specialize in specific areas.

· Start early to teach study skills, research skills, time management, goal setting, and task completion.

· Help your child make choices and allow him/her to live with the consequences of those choices.

· Provide opportunities for your child to be with mental peers (others who share similar intellectual ability or interests).

· Provide lots of books, paper, pens and pencils, and building toys.

· Encourage your child to begin writing early by dictating stories to you and later by keeping a journal.

· Praise for effort as well as for accomplish-ments. Watch for perfectionistic tendencies.

· Discipline to teach rather than to punish.

· Teach independence skills (how to do laundry, cook, clean, etc.) and assign work responsibilities.

· Provide moral training and opportunities for service to others.

Advocacy = Active support

for your child

· Start with the assumption that you are an equal partner in your child’s education. You are your child’s first teacher and you know your child better than anyone else does.

· Learn about the needs of gifted children, an appropriate education for gifted children, and your rights as the parent of a gifted child under North Carolina General Statutes, Article 9B, Academically or Intellectually Gifted Students, section 115C-150, enacted August 3, 1996.

· Each school system in North Carolina has its 
own locally-developed plan for identifying and providing appropriate educational services to each academically or intellectually gifted child. The plans must meet the framework required in Article 9B.

· Participate. Volunteer to serve on your school system’s gifted program evaluation team or your local School Improvement Team. Prepare for and attend teacher conferences, parent group meetings (PAGE, PTA), school functions, and school board meetings.

· Improve your skills ( communication, documentation/letter writing, record keeping.

· To address concerns about your child’s needs, follow the school system organization chart, beginning with your child’s teacher(s), principal, then system administrators. Allow sufficient time at each level for changes to be made before going to the next person.

· Be pleasant and positive (and persistent when necessary).

· The federal law, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act [IDEA], does not apply to gifted children.

(Adapted from “Five Steps to Becoming Your Child’s Best Advocate,” in the March 1988 ECAC Newsline.)

Documentation

· Documentation consists of your child’s records, your notes and copies of letters about meetings with teachers and administrators about your child’s educational program and/or school behavior.

· Keep copies of all test results and reports on your child.

· Meetings with and phone calls to teachers should be logged in a notebook with the date and a brief description of the purpose of the meeting or phone call.

· All requests for services and statements of concern about situations at school should be in writing and addressed to the principal of the school.

· Discussions which involve requests and decisions about a child’s program should always be followed by a letter which includes the following:

1. Thank you for the meeting or phone call.

2. What was discussed.

3. What was decided.

4. When it will be done and when and how it will be evaluated.

5. Any additional concerns.

· And write to say thanks when someone does a good job! 
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